
 

You are invited to come to Arkan-

sas, the “Natural State”, in 2014 to 

attend the  

 

National Daffodil Convention  

at Little Rock,  

       March 27th - March 30th  
 

Arkansas is the site of the first survey marker when the western 

lands of Louisiana Purchase were carved into individual states. It is 

an amazing land of plenty. From rich Mississippi delta lands to the 

Ozark Mountains, you will find an abundance of natural beauty and 

resources. Diamonds, coal and crystal; oil and minerals; hot springs 

and beautiful rivers; wild animals and birds of many varieties are all 

native to this Natural State.  

 

Our convention will be centrally located in the state capital of Little 

Rock. We will be in the DoubleTree Hotel, overlooking the Arkan-

sas River in the historic downtown area. All shows and meetings 

will be on one floor of the hotel. Many attractions and restaurants 

are nearby, at the River Market, and are within walking distance.  

Arkansas’s climate runs from mild in the south to colder in the 

mountains of the northwest. In late March, our weather in the central 

part of the state should be mild, and gardens will be at their peak of 

spring bloom. We have three special gardens lined up for you to tour 

as a part of the registration package. These are Garvan Woodland 

Gardens and the private gardens of Phyllis Kirtley and Kay Shear-

er, all near Hot Springs. Buses will provide transportation for this 

trip on Sunday, March 30th.  

 

In addition, we have an optional tour arranged on Friday March 

28th. This will be a unique opportunity to visit the home and gar-

dens of nationally recognized gardener and landscaper, P. Allen 

Smith. For $107, this bus tour will include lunch at P. Allen 

Smith’s, and two additional sites:  Wildwood Botanical Gardens 

and the Wye Mountain Daffodils. All three of these gardens are 

amazing in their own special way. Unfortunately, this tour will 

take place during the judging of the daffodils in the show, so 

judges and clerks will have to forego this experience.  



Ian Tyler from England 
"Daffodils changed my life," 

says Ian Tyler, our keynote speaker 

for the Sunday night banquet. Ian has 

grown daffodils for forty years, and 

his hobby quickly turned into a pas-

sion-filled pursuit of all things daffo-

dil related. Ian hails from Lancashire 

in the northwestern part of England, 

but daffodils have taken him to many 

places and countries, including a 

dozen trips to the USA for ADS conventions. Everyone who meets 

Ian claims him as a personal friend. 

Ian is actively involved in The Daffodil Society and is a 

Vice President of the Daffodil Society. He has filled every available 

position during his 30 years of involvement. He is frequently asked 

to serve as a judge at shows wherever his travels take him. Ian pri-

marily grows miniatures and species in pots due to his climate. His 

goal is to breed a daffodil worthy of introduction. With his unique 

brand of self-effacing humor and lively personality, his presentation 

will, undoubtedly, be both informative and unforgettably entertain-

ing. 

 

Keith Kridler,  Mt. Pleasant, Texas  
Keith Kridler and his wife Sandy be-

gan collecting and planting species and 

heirloom “pass along” plants shortly 

after they were married in 1975. Many 

of these plants and their ever increas-

ing daffodil bulb numbers followed 

them to new homes/locations when 

they moved in 1980 and then again 

when they settled on 10 acres of worn 

out, badly eroded, abandoned cotton 

fields back in 1985. After 10 years of 

Texas weather and varmints, it became obvious that daffodils were 

the best choice of blooming plants for folks who not only were still 

working for a living but also beginning the life experience of start-

ing a family. Annual trips to the Texas Daffodil Society ADS sanc-

tioned shows fed a desire to collect, grow and show better and newer 



and ever more exotic daffodil cultivars. 

Instead of replacing the aging family car in late 1992 they 

opted to buy another 10 acres of adjoining land to spread out daffo-

dil varieties that multiplied in spite of total neglect and have access 

to land to expand a growing contagion in daffodil collecting surpas-

sing the 1,200 cultivar names along the way.  All in search of the 

“Perfect Flower”. An elusive quest for sure, but an incredible, life 

long journey. On Saturday night Keith will enlighten and educate us 

on “The Perfect Flower.”  

 

Saturday Seminars 

 

Saturday will include two morning and two afternoon semi-

nars. Cindy Haeffner (MO), Fredrica Lawlor (OH), and Sara Kinne 

(IN) will share their successes and challenges with a variety of natu-

ralized and public daffodil plantings, with Missouri Dept. of Trans-

portation’s Growing Together Beautification Program, high schools, 

gardens left in Trust and even a Convent garden--St. Clare Convent 

and Centennial Barn in Cincinnati, OH.  

 

Panelists Harold Koopowitz (CA), Michael Berrigan (MN) 

and Kathy Welsh (VA) will offer tips on Growing Miniatures, with 

Naomi Liggett, the ADS Miniatures Committee Chair (OH), as 

moderator. This session will count as a Judges Refresher for those 

who need to update their ADS judging requirements.  

 

In the third presentation, with Keith Kridler, learn about the 

daffodil species and the early named varieties of daffodils that trav-

eled across the Atlantic on wood sailing ships, then by wagons 

pulled by mules, horses or oxen. These were “passed along” from 

mother to daughter as early American settlers spread across the land, 

always in search of new, better farm lands. A scattering of daffodil 

bulb varieties still thrives in old cemeteries and at the abandoned 

home sites, when settlers “pulled up stakes” and moved on again. 

Often the only “markers” left behind to show that humans ever lived 

at these locations are the “Historic” daffodils patiently waiting for us 

humans to come back to the land.  

 

Learn easy ways to use daffodils in floral arrangements in 

our fourth seminar with Susan Basham (TN), Bonnie Campbell 

(GA), Anne Cain (TN) and Darrin Ellis-May (GA).  



   

                                            Timetable  
Wed., March 26th 3:00 PM - 6:00 PM Registration desk open  

6:00 PM—9:00 PM Judges School II  

Thurs, March 27th 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM Judges School II 

2:00 PM - 9:00 PM Registration desk open  

3:00 PM - 9:00 PM Photographic exhibits received  

3:00 PM - 11:59 PM Daffodil staging  

Friday, March 28th 12:00 AM - 9:00 AM Daffodil staging  

8:00 AM - 9:15 AM Judges & Clerks Coffee  

8:15 AM - load bus for tours 

8:30 AM - 4:15 PM Optional bus tour to P. Allen Smith’s Home 

(lunch included), Wildwood Botanical Gardens and Wye Mountain   

9:30 AM - 1:30 PM Judging the Daffodil Show  

1:30 PM - 10:00 PM Daffodil Show Opens  

1:30 PM - 2:45 PM Judges & Clerks Lunch  

4:30 PM - 6:30 PM ADS Outgoing Board Meeting  

6:00 PM - 7:00 PM First Timers Reception  

7:30 PM - 10:00 PM Awards Banquet and Annual Meeting 

Saturday, March 29th 

8 AM - 9:00 AM Optional breakfast with Chris Olsen  

9:00 AM - 1st morning Seminar: Growing Miniatures  

10:00 AM - 2nd morning Sem: Naturalized and Public Plantings  

11:30 AM - 12:30 PM - Lunch with Janet Carson, Daffodils in the 

Natural  State  
1:00 PM  1st afternoon Seminar: Historic Daffodils in and around 

the Natural State  

2:00 PM  2nd afternoon Seminar: Easy ways to arrange daffodils  

5:00 PM - 7:00 PM Bulb Auction  

7:30 PM - 10:00 PM Banquet with speaker, Keith Kridler, The 

Perfect Flower  

Sunday, March 30th 

7:00 AM - 8:00 AM Optional breakfast with Brent Heath, Walk 

on the Wild Side 

8:15 AM load bus for tours  

8:30 AM - 5:00 PM Bus tours of Garvan Garden (lunch incl), tour of 

Phyllis Kirtley’s White Rock Garden and Kay Shearer’s garden  

5:30 PM Bus arrives 

5:45 - 6:45 PM Incoming ADS Board Meeting  

6:30-7:30 PM Cash Bar 
7:30 PM Dinner:  Keynote Speaker Ian Tyler from England, Daf-



              Additional Speakers for the 2014  

American Daffodil Society and Convention  

                            

            Janet Carson  

Janet is the State Extension horticulturist 

and coordinator of the Master Gardener Pro-

gram in Arkansas. Every Master Gardener 

knows Janet, who is a popular speaker 

across the state.  Carson is well known for 

her weekly question and answer column in a 

Little Rock newspaper and hosted the gar-

dening call-in radio program "The Garden 

Show" on the KARN statewide until last 

year.   Janet will present information on our 

daffodils in the Natural State. 

 

 

             Brent Heath  

Brent is a third generation bulb grower and 

trials many unusual and specialty bulbs on 

their 28 acre farm and garden in Gloucester, 

VA. He lectures frequently, has been fea-

tured in Martha Stewart's syndicated column 

as well as on Martha Stewart Living, and 

along with his wife, Becky have been written 

about in numerous publications.  Brent will present a program he 

prepared on wild daffodils he photographed in Spain and Australia. 

 

                                            Chris Olsen  

Chris Olsen is a nationally known land-

scape and garden guru, designer, author, 

TV personality and public speaker. Chris 

shares his landscape and gardening 

knowledge, his unique flair for home de-

cor and design, even planning and cook-

ing for special events in his Today's Home 

segments airing in HD Fridays on THV 11 

at 5 pm.  Chris will talk about “Thinking 

and living outside the box”. 



 

 
DOUBLETREE BY HILTON LITTLE ROCK  

424 West Markham, Little Rock, AR 72201  
1-800-222-8733 or (501) 372-4371 

 

Rooms reserved by February 28, 2014 are $106.00 plus taxes per night 

Single or Double on a first come, first serve basis. After that date, reserva-

tions will be accepted locally by calling (501) 372-4371 only on a space 

availability basis and cannot be guaranteed at the negotiated rate on a first 

come, first serve basis.  

 

P. Allen Smith is an award-

winning designer, gardening 

and lifestyle expert, the host of 

three television programs and 

the author of the Garden Home 

series of books. His Garden 

Home Retreat showcases eco-

friendly and sustainable practic-

es and the terraced garden 

rooms feature his twelve garden 

design principles.  

This private tour of P. Allen Smith’s Garden Home Retreat 

on Friday is a unique opportunity and includes lunch using seasonal 

ingredients along with a guided tour of P. Allen’s home and terraced 

garden. Without a reserved tour such as this one, visitors are only 

allowed on specific Open Tour Dates.  

 

Send in your registration ASAP as there are a limited 

number of spaces available for the P. Allen Smith tour. 

All reservations must be made before March 14. This tour 

will take place during the judging of the show, so judges 

and clerks will have to forego this experience.  

This tour includes two additional sites: Wildwood Botanical 

Gardens and the Wye Mountain Daffodils. All three of these gar-

dens are amazing in their own special way.  

 

PLEASE SEE PAGES 42-52 in the September  

Daffodil Journal for more information.  Follow this 

website for updates & additions:   

http://arkansasdaffodilsociety.org 



fodils, History and Pies  

Registration for the ADS National Convention and Show  
March 27- 30, 2014  

 

(Please print clearly and submit a separate registration for each partici-

pant.  

Name: _______________________________________________  

Address: _______________________________________________  

City, State, Country, ZIP/Postal Code: 

_______________________________  

E-mail: ___________________ Telephone:____________  

Name to appear on nametag: _____________________________  

CONVENTION FEE:  
$309 postmarked by February 15; and $319 after February 15. Reg-

istration fee includes: • ADS National Show • Friday Awards Ban-

quet and Annual Meeting • Saturday Sessions, Lunch, and Dinner • 

Sunday bus trip to Garvan Gardens in Hot Springs, lunch at the 

Magnolia Room, tour White Rock Garden and Kay Shearer Garden 

and dinner.   First 120 to register will receive a P. Allen Smith 

Bulb Card Set valued at $14.95. 

 

OPTIONAL EVENT FEES:  

(__) $107 FRIDAY; P. Allen Smith’s field trip including lunch at 

his home and a tour of Wye Mountain and Wildwood. Registrations 

open until March 14th.  Minimum 40, maximum 55 participants 

  

(__) $30 SATURDAY CHRIS OLSEN BREAKFAST  

(__) $25 SUNDAY BREAKFAST WITH BRENT HEATH  

(__) $ 3 JUDGING REFRESHER  

 

TOTAL ENCLOSED:   $____________ Check #______________ 

Date__________________  

Please send your completed registration form & check, payable to:  

нлмп !5{ b!¢Lhb![ /hb±9b¢Lhb  
Leianne McGinnis, Registration Chairman  
45 River Ridge Rd, Little Rock, AR 72227  

leianne@arkansasdaffodilsociety.org  

This is my first ADS Conv._____    I plan to exhibit flowers _____ 

I will mentor first timers     _____    I plan to exhibit photos  _____ 

Note any dietary restrictions ____   How many photos           _____ 

I plan on attending the Sunday Tours _____ 



ADS 2014 PHOTOGRAPHY DIVISION RULES 

1.   All exhibitors should register in advance. Contact Photography 

Chair, Kristin Boone,via email: daffodil.photo101@yahoo.com 

or phone 501-428-2015. Registration Deadline is Monday, 

March 17, 2014.  We encourage you to register early.  There is 

no entry fee and exhibitors are not required to be members of 

the ADS.  You will receive email confirmation of your registra-

tion.  

2.   All classes are open to color or black and white photographs and 

will be subdivided as needed.  Entries must contain images of 

one or more daffodils as required by the class.  An exhibitor 

may enter up to 2 photos per class and up to 8 photographs in 

the show.  

3.   Photographs that have previously won a first place award at an 

ADS National Show may not be entered in competition. 

4.   All photography entries must be the work of the exhibitor.  Any 

changes to the original image must also be the work of the ex-

hibitor this includes manipulation, cropping and enhancing for 

color/clarity.  The surface finish may be glossy or matte. 

5.   All photography entries should be mounted on foam core board 

that is the same size as the photo.  The finished exhibit must be 

no larger than 8 x 10 inches and a minimum of 5 x 7 inches.  

Please do not use glass or framing.  Mounting and printing may 

be done professionally.  

6.   A completed entry card must be submitted with each exhibit.  In 

addition, the following information must be written on the back 

of each photograph in the lower left hand corner: name, address, 

phone number(s), email address and class entered.  Please indi-

cate the TOP of the photograph.  Entry cards will be emailed 

with your registration confirmation or can be printed from the 

website. 

7.   The recommended scale of points by which the classes are to be 

judged is as follows:  

Creativity  25 points 

Composition  25 points 

Craft  25 points 

Content  25 points 

Total  100 points 

mailto:daffodil.photo101@yahoo.com


 

 

8.  First, Second, Third, and Honorable Mention Awards will be pre-    

sented in each class.  The ADS Wells Knierim Ribbon for Best 

Photograph in Show will be awarded.  

9.  Exhibitors may send entries by mail to: Kristin Boone, #8 

Northridge Dr. Conway, AR 72032.  Mailed entries must be 

received by Thursday, March 20, 2014. 

10. Exhibitors submitting pre-registered entries in person should 

bring them to the Photography Registration Table in the Ball-

room Foyer of the Doubletree Hotel, Thursday, March 27, 2014 

between 3:00 and 8:00 p.m.  Entries will not be accepted after 

8:00 p.m. on Thursday. If exhibitors would like to have their 

photograph returned by mail, a self-addressed postage paid pad-

ded envelope must be provided in advance.  The return envelope 

should be included with the mailed entry or dropped off at the 

registration table with your exhibit.  All other entries must be 

picked up by the exhibitor by 10:00 p.m. at the close of the show 

Saturday, March 29, 2014 or they will become the property of 

ADS. 

 

ADS 2014 PHOTOGRAPHY DIVISION SCHEDULE 

The American Daffodil Society Photography Division Presents 

Arkansas “The Natural State” 
 

PHOTOGRAPHY CLASSES 

Class 

P 1. Arkansas Diamond – A close-up/macro of any single daffo-

dil bloom, or multiple blooms of the same cultivar. 

P 2. Gone with the Wind, the Old Mill– Daffodils in the land-

scape or garden 

P 3. The Natural State – Daffodils in their native or natural habi-

tat. 

P 4. Arkansas Razorback – Daffodils and any animals. 

P 5. Picture with President Clinton – Any still life including daf-

fodils. 

P 6. Starving Artist Café – Abstract and manipulated photographs 

incorporating daffodils or daffodil elements.  

P 7.   La Petite Roche Poeticus – Photograph featuring division 9 

Poeticus daffodil(s).  

P 8. The Louisiana Purchase –  Historic daffodils registered prior 

to 1940.  

P 9. The Heifer Project – Daffodils with people of all ages.  



GARDEN TOURS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

White Rock Gardens  

 
Phyllis and Odie Kirtley, owners of White Rock Garden, live in 

Benton, Arkansas, which is located about four miles off scenic 

Highway 5, with rolling hills and plenty of trees. Phyllis began gar-

dening in the early 1990’s with some iris and other plants from her 

mother-in-law while she lived in Dumas, Arkansas.  

 

Her “backyard” is about 3 ½ acres and you can find her in her gar-

den about 6 days a week from dawn until dusk.  She has over 400 

different varieties of daylilies and 500 varieties of bearded iris now 

and keeps adding more each year.  White Rock Garden is an Ameri-

can Hemerocallis Society Display Garden and she has many visitors 

from daylily societies and iris societies yearly.  Phyllis also grows 

daffodils, azaleas, hosta, peonies, hellebore, hydrangeas, crepe myr-

tle, ferns, as well as an assortment of ground covers and other plants, 

shrubs and trees.  Odie, resident bed builder, and retired farmer, 

loves to tell visitors just how many “last beds” have  been added to 

the garden over the years.  Phyllis has been steadily adding daffodil 

varieties to her garden over the past few years and she will have a 

vast array of varieties that will be both beautiful and intriguing. 



Garvan Woodland Gardens 
 

Garvan Woodland Gardens, located in the heart of Arkansas near 

Hot Springs, opened as a public garden in 2002. The 210-acre prop-

erty has already earned a reputation as a world class botanical gar-

den. 

   

Set on a peninsula in the foothills of the Ouachita Mountains, GWG 

encompasses a landscape of valleys and rocky inclines that slope 

down to the shores of Lake Hamilton.     One must-see feature is the 

Asian-inspired Garden of the Pine Wind, a four-acre collection of 

Asian ornamentals such as Japanese maples and tree peonies. It also 

features three impressive bridges:  the Sunrise Bridge, the Bridge of 

the Full Moon, and the Floating Cloud Bridge.      

 

The elevated Millsap Canopy Bridge affords picturesque views of 

Lake Hamilton and curves over a ravine filled with cinnamon fern , 

dogwoods, hydrangeas and rhododendrons.  The Hixson Family Na-

ture Preserve is a haven for native plants and wildlife, particularly 

birds.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                             
  
 


